
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

                 
 

January Cause of the Month 
 

Lutheran Food Pantry 

402-890-6061 
 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church took over the administration of the 

Lutheran Food Pantry in February 2017.   

Many churches and individuals have been steadfast in donating shelf 

stable items to keep the Pantry well stocked.  They also rely on monetary 

donations to purchase the items needed to make a well-rounded box of 

food (and sometimes personal care items) for needy families.  All monies 

donated to the Lutheran Food Pantry is used to buy items that are 

distributed.  There are no paid staff members, rent expense or utility 

costs.  Most of the food purchased comes from the Food Bank of Lincoln.  

When standard food items are not available for the Food Bank, donated 

funds are used to purchase items from local grocery stores. 

The need for basic items is constant because the Pantry packs boxes for 

32 families of various sizes each week that are sent to the City Mission 

and the Good Neighbor Center.  In addition, requests are made each 

week from the Lutheran churches for emergency boxes for families that 

contact them when they have an urgent need for food.  1,936 boxes were 

distributed during 2018, giving 4,893 people food to help them in their 

time of need.  With the continued generosity of monetary and food 

donations, we are able to pack food items to supplement families who are 

food insecure. 

 

Alive On the Vine 
~ Epipany 2 ~ 

 

January 19, 2020 

Parish Schedule 
Sun    01/19    Epiphany 2 

             Joyful Noise 

             Worship/Communion                          8:15 am 

                           Education Hour          9:15 am 

             Praise Worship/Communion                   10:30 am 

             St. Paul Praise Team   

Mon 01/20     Martin Luther King Day – Office Closed        

Tue   01/21     Clergy Custer        10:30 am 

             Brown Bag Bible Study         5:15 pm 

             Joyful Noise          5:45 pm 

             Gospel Rings          6:30 pm 

                          Sanctuary Choir                       7:15 pm 

                          Praise Team                       8:00 pm 
Wed 01/22     Cost of Discipleship Bible Study        5:15 pm 

                          Confirmation                       6:30 pm 

             Youth Group          8:00 pm 
Thu   01/23     Newsletter Assembly         9:00 am 

Fri     01/24     Office Closed  

Sun    01/26    Epiphany 3 

             Sanctuary Choir 

             Worship/Communion                          8:15 am 

                           Education Hour          9:15 am 

             Praise Worship/Communion                   10:30 am 

             St. James Praise Team   

            Annual Meeting after service – Potluck to follow 
  

Coming Up At American Lutheran…Life can get busy fast…here are 

some dates to mark on your calendar now so you won’t miss them: 
 

Jan. 26 – Annual Meeting 

Feb. 2 – Souper Bowl Party at Pastor Carla and Todd’s House, everyone 

 is welcome! 

Feb. 8 – Family Fun Night 

Feb. 15 – Church Council Epiphany Party 

Feb. 26 – Ash Wednesday 

March 11,18,25 – 1st Communion Classes 

April 9  - Maundy Thursday and 1st Communion Celebrated 

April 10  - Good Friday 

April 12  - Easter Sunday 

May 10 – Graduation Sunday 

June 2-4 – Vacation Bible School 

June 7-13 – Youth Mission Trip to South Dakota 

June 21-26 – Confirmation Camp at Carol Joy Holling 

Staff: 

Church Office - 402-466-6488 

Pastor – Carla Johnsen 
 

Administrative Assistant – Marilyn Bottrell 

Director of Music – Lauren Cook 
 

ALC Council: 

President – Bernice Westerholt 

Vice President –- Sam Sharpe 

Secretary – Mavis Seelmeyer 

Treasurer – Nancy Gregory 
 

Finance Committee – Patrick Linke 

Outreach Committee – Dave Dermann 

Parish Ed Committee – Brenda Spilker             

Property Committee – Jana Spilker                          

Social Concerns Committee – Holly Barrett 

Stewardship Committee – Colin Wiggins 

Worship Committee – Dee Farrall                          

Youth Committee – Paul Welsh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worth 
Property Committee- Jack Farrall 
Social Concerns Committee- Sherri DeLong 
Stewardship Committee – Sam Sharpe 
Worship Committee-Dee Broz 
Youth Committee-Brenda Spilker  
 



 ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
…In our prayers 

 For those who are sick and in need of God’s healing strength….Ray Bacon 

(Joel Bacon’s Dad), Margaret Weers, Mavis Seelemeyer, Aaron Seelemeyer, 

Angie Franzen,  Mary Brush (Pam’s mother-in-law) Don Burkholt, Delores 

Bechtolt, Brant Nielsen, Don Spilker, Diane Hartmann and David Menne, 

MaryLou Billiar (Nancy Kahler’s cousin), Joe Stippich (Mavis and Jim 

Seelemeyer’s brother-in-law), Richard Schwabauer (friend of Gayla Parker), 

Gayleen Mook (Marcia Worth’s cousin) Kirk Miller’s Son (Luke Worth’s 

friend). 

 For those around the world who are dealing with the effects of flooding, 

earthquakes, fires, and excessive wind.  For those sent in to serve and 

rescue… 

 For the places of conflict and darkness in the world…for world leaders that 

the Holy Spirit would provide wisdom, guidance, and clear cool headed 

thinking. 

 For students, teachers, and parents who have begun a new semester 

together. 
 

Flowers are given by Linda Bartlett. 
 

Online Giving can be done through our church’s website:  

https://www.alclincoln.com  From a computer click the “Donate Now” button at 

the top of the website screen.  If giving from a smart phone click on “Contacts” 

then click on “Donate Now.”  Donations can be given with debit or credit cards 

and will be automatically recorded on your church giving statement.  Thank you 

to the technology committee for their continued work! 
 

Lincoln Lutheran Choir welcomes new and returning members to the Spring 

Concert Season!  Rehearsals begin with a retreat on Sunday, January 26th, 2-5pm 

at Calvary Lutheran Church, 2788 Franklin St., Lincoln.  Julia Marble continues as 

the choir’s artistic director and conductor.  Julia has prepared a program theme 

which will focus on the earth and rebirth.  Contact : Becy Obenland, 402-786-7277 

or lincolnlutheranchoir@gmail.com - Come sing with us!   
 

Wednesday’s With A Classic – meet at 5:15pm and we will be working on 

chapters 18-19 of the book. 
 

Super Bowl Subs by the Youth Group - Your ALC youth group will be pre-

selling sub sandwiches for picking up on Super Bowl Sunday, February 2. Order 

your subs on the signup sheet in the Narthex, and we'll have the sandwiches 

ready for you to take home after church on the 2nd. This is a fundraiser for the 

youth group's summer 2020 trip to Rapid City.  Sandwiches are $6.00 each.  

Supplies for the sandwiches are being purchased with the support of a Thrivent 

Action Team Grant 
 

2020 Flower Chart is up – Please take time and put your name down for flowers 

and/or candle for 2020.  Flowers are $30.00 and the candle is $25.00.   
 

Brown Bag Bible Study; 5:15-6:15, Tuesday's Jan. 14-Feb. 18.  The group will 

complete a book study by Pastor Adam Hamilton called "The Walk: 5 Essential 

Practices for Christian Life."  The study will explore several spiritual practices of 

the current and ancient church in preparation for the Lenten Journey that is fast 

approaching.  Weekly topics will include the themes of: Worship, Study, Service, 

Giving, and Bearing Witness to Faith.  Sign-up on the table in the narthex to 

participate.  Please purchase the book "The Walk: 5 Essential Practices for 

Christian Life" on your own.  It can be purchased in a variety of places both on-

line, through bookstores, and it may be available through the library. 
 

 “Souper Bowl Challenge” – Let’s have some fun with the Super Bowl this year 

and give a little extra to the cause of the month.  Divisional Play-off Rounds start 

next week.  After today there will be 4 remaining teams, places are marked off in 

the Narthex to place donations for the Lutheran Food Pantry show support for the 

teams of your choice.  Donations can be non-perishable food items, 

cleaning/hygiene supplies, and/or a monetary gift.  When a team is eliminated, 

their donations will be added to the concurring team’s basket.  In the end there 

will be, of course, one Super Bowl Champion…but the biggest winner will be the 

Lutheran Food Pantry and the families it helps care for. 
 

Super Bowl Party – The Souper Bowl Challenge will end in a party at Pastor 

Carla and Todd’s house.  Please bring snacks to share and maybe a folding chair.  

There is a TV, toys and games in the basement.  A TV in the living room for more 

serious football fans, and for those who just want to hang out, a table, stack of 

games, and a place to chat in the dining room. 
 

Constitutional Changes:  The ELCA Church-wide assembly took place in the 

summer of 2019.  This assembly is made of delegates from every synod and 

meets to discuss and take action to set the policies & guide the direction of the 

entire ELCA.  This year action was taken to define the work & office of deacons in 

the church.  Deacons lead the church in ministry related to work & service.  

American Lutheran Church (ALC) utilizes an ELCA model constitution as our 

governing document.  At the National Assembly in 2019 changes were made to 

the ELCA National constitution, and as a result the national church & the Nebraska 

Synod have suggested that changes be made to ALC’s constitution so that it 

continues to reflect our congregation’s relationship with the larger church. 

Of the changes suggested, most of them are purely grammatical changes.  The 

substantive changes are primarily involved in spelling out the role of a deacon 

called by the church to the ministry of Word & Service.  Since American Lutheran 

does not currently have a deacon on our staff, these changes really do not apply 

to us, however, by incorporating these changes into our constitution we will have 

the needed framework in place should we ever decide to call a deacon in the 

future.   

Another substantive change allows the congregation to provide written 

notifications of official meetings digitally to the congregation. The final 

substantive suggested change has to do with the distribution of property should 

ALC someday decide to leave the ELCA or disband.  The new changes spell out 

that the synod does not receive the property. 

Copies of the revised constitution and copies outlining the suggested changes 

from the synod are available on the information table in the narthex.  Please take 

time to look them over.  Electronic copies can also be sent out via email to 

anyone who is interested in receiving them.  The church council has approved 

the suggested changes.  We will vote as a congregation on these changes at the 

annual meeting following the 10:30am service on Sunday, January 26, 2020.  If 

you have any questions contact Pastor Carla or Bernice Westerholt, Council 

President. 
 

Winter Weather Reminder – Church activities will not be held if LPS cancels 

classes and/or activities.  We will also post cancelations on Channel 10/11 and 

the church’s website www.alclincoln.com  

https://www.alclincoln.com/
mailto:lincolnlutheranchoir@gmail.com

